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1. In a device having one or more applications, a method for compiling 
electrode program guide (EPG) data from multiple EPG data sources, the method 
comprising^ the steps of: 

receiving EPG data at one or more loader modules at the device, the loader 
modulesVausing the EPG data from each of the multiple EPG data sources to be 
compatible yith the device and the one or more applications; 

collectmg, by a writer module at the device, the EPG data received by the one 
or more loader modules; 

scaling, by tft^ writer module, the EPG data according to factors provided by 
a user; and 

writing, by the writVymodule, at least a portion of the scaled EPG data" to a 

I 

storage associated with the dd^^ * 

2. A method as defined in claiVi 1, wherein the writer module implements 
conflict resolution for the one or more loader modules. 

3. A method as defined in claim 1, whereip the one or more loader modules 
follow a priority scheme. 

4. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the step\f collecting the EPG data 
further comprises the step of formatting the EPG data. 
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A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the step of scaling the EPG data 
further comprises the step of scaling the EPG data according to at least one of the factors of: 
time; langi^ge; richness; channels, and services. 

6. Amethod as defined in claim 4, wherein the step of writing the EPG data 
further comprises \he step of enforcing at least one of the factors of: time; language; 
richness; channels, ane services. 

7. A method Vs defined in claim 1, wherein the step of writing the EPG data 
further comprises the step (^limiting the amount of the EPG data that may be placed in the 
storage. 



A method as define 



vinlclaim ly wherein the step of writing the EPG data 



further comprises the step of remov\ng)^xp!rgd EPG data from the storage. 

9. A method as defined in claiin 1, wherein the step of writing the EPG data 
further comprises the step of keeping the last BfG data stored to a particular portion of the 
storage. 

10. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein\he storage is a database. 

11. A method as defined in claim 1 , further composing the step of accessing, for 
the one or more applications, the EPG data in the storage by a controller. 
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13. In a device capable of storing electronic program guide (EPG) data from 
multiplevEPG data sources, a method for collecting the EPG data from the multiple EPG 
data source^, the method comprising the steps of: 

installing an EPG loader module for each of the multiple EPG data sources at 
the device; 

receiving, at each EPG loader, the EPG data provided by each of the multiple 
EPG data soutces; 

writing, fc^v a writer module, at least a portion of the EPG data received by the 
EPG loader moduli to a storage associated with the device; and 

processing thy EP(^ data Received from the multiple EPG data sources 
according to factors pijp^idedlby a i/ser. 



14. 



A method as defined in claim 13, further comprising the step of 
implementing, by the writer module, opnflict resolution for the EPG data collected by the 
EPG loader modules. 

15. A method as defined in claim 13, wherein the step of receiving further 
comprises the step of reformatting the EPG data/ 

16. A method as defined in claim 13, wherein the step of processing further 
comprises the step of scaling the EPG data. 
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tf. A method as defined in claim 14, wherein the step of processing further 
comprisesNthe step of scaling the EPG data according to at least one of the factors of: time; 
richness; language; channel, and services. 

18. A Method as defined in claim 13, wherein the step of processing further 
comprises the step of enforcing at least one of the factors of: time; richness; language; 
channels, and services. 

19. A method asMefined in claim 13, wherein each of the EPG loader modules is 
capable of being added to the ctevice and removed from the device. 

20. A method as defineckirf claim 13, further comprising the step of adding a new 
loader module capable of receiving ERG datpfrom^ new EPG data source. 

21. A method as . defined in Maim 13, wherein the step of writing further 
comprises the step of limiting, by the writer f^odule, the amount of the EPG data that may 
be placed in the storage. 

22. A method as defined in claim 13,Vvherein the step of writing further 
comprises the step of removing expired EPG data from the storage. 

23. A method as defined in claim 13, whereila the step of writing further 
comprises the step of storing the last EPG data stored to a particular portion of the storage. 
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24. \ A method as defined in claim 1 3, wherein the storage is a database. 

25. A metnbd as defined in claim 13, further comprising the step of accessing, by 
a controller module, the EPGSjat^ s/ored in the storage for one or more applications. 




26. A method as definetKin claim 13, further comprising the step of recording the 
EPG data with digital recordings of the prograhuning represented by the EPG data. 
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7. In a device capable of receiving electronic program guide (EPG) data from 
one or mWe EPG data sources including a digital recording, a method of accessing the EPG 
data, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing the EPG data received from the one or more EPG data sources in a 
databaseVccessible by the device; 

reaa^ng the EPG data in the database by a control module operating at the 
device; and 

transferring the EPG data, by the control module, from the database to one or 



more applications operating at the device. 

A 



28. A method as tftrfi^pd in/ claim 27 wherein the step of storing further 
comprises the steps of: 

receiving the EPG dafia from the one or more EPG data sources by one or 
more loader modules operating at the device; 

collecting the EPG data fr^m the one or more loader modules by a writer 
module operating at the device; 

formatting the EPG data by the ^riter module; 

scaling the EPG data by the writerVodule; and 

writing the EPG data to the database by the writer module. 

29. A method as defined in claim 27 whereimthe writer module is an application 
program interface capable of interfacing with the loader mo\ules. 
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K). A method as defined in claim 27 wherein the step of reading the EPG data 
further comprises the step of accessing the EPG data by the control module. 

31. A method as defined in claim 27, wherein the control module is an 
application program interface capable of interfacing with the one or more applications. 



32. A method as del 



is created for each of the one or 



ed ifti claim 27, wherein an instance of the control module 
tions receiving EPG data from the database. 



33. A method as defined in claim 27, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a notification that theNEPG data has changed; and 
updating the accessed EPG data by\the one or more applications. 
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34. In a device capable of receiving electronic program guide (EPG) data from 
multiple EfcG data sources, a method for configuring the EPG data, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

selecting one or more of the multiple EPG data sources from which EPG data 
will be collected; 

deselecting one or more of the multiple EPG data sources from which EPG 
data will not be collected; 

receiving ERG data from the one or more selected EPG data sources at one or 
more loader modules corresponding to the one or more selected EPG data sources 
operating at the device; 

collecting the EPG data from the one or more loader modules; and 

scaling the EPG data collected by the one or more loader modules at a writer 
module operating at the devica 

35. A method as defined in^eldiJn 34, further comprising the step of writing at 
least a portion of the scaled EPG data to a database associated with the device by the writer 
module. 

36. A method as defined in claim 34 furthe\ comprising the step of formatting at 
least a portion of the EPG data. 

37. A method as defined in claim 34, whereii\the step of scaling further 
comprises at least one of the steps of: 

scaling the EPG data by time; 
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\scaling the EPG data by language; 

;aling the EPG data by richness; 
scaling the EPG data by channel; and 
scaling the EPG data by service. 

38. A methoa as defined in claim 37, wherein the step of scaling comprises the 
step of scaling the EPG o^ta by time, which includes the step of identifying one or more 
time periods. 

39. A method as defined in claim 37, wherein the step of scaling comprises the 
step of scaling the EPG data by/ricHsness, whi<jh includes the step of identifying the amount 
of EPG data to be stored for at bast ^Vo£>ftie categories of titles; descriptions; attributes; 
properties; reviews; ratings; chann^jgfrVice, length; and other categories defined by a user. 

40. A method as defined in claim\37, wherein the step scaling comprises the step 
of scaling the EPG data by channel, which includes at least one of the steps of: 

identifying at least one channel fomnclusion in the EPG data; 
identifying at least one channel as a favorite channel; and 
identifying at least one channel for exclusion from the EPG data. 
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4 k A computer program product for implementing, in a device capable of storing 
electronic program guide (EPG) data, a method for compiling EPG data from one or more 
EPG data source^, the computer program product comprising: 

a computer readable medium carrying computer executable instructions for 
implementing thdJiiethod, wherein the computer executable instructions comprise: 

one of\more loader modules for receiving EPG data from the one or 
more EPG data sources; and 
a writer module for: 

collectingN^e EI\G data received by the one or more loader 
modules; and 

storing the colf^ctdtf EPG data at the device. 

42. A computer program product as defined\n claim 41, wherein the computer 
executable instructions comprise program code means for: 
formatting the collected EPG data; and 

scaling the collected EPG data by at least one ^ the factors of: time, 
language, richness and channel. 
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\^3. A computer program product for implementing, in a device capable of 

receiving ^electronic program guide (EPG) data from one or more EPG data sources, a 

\ 

method for retrieving EPG data from a database associated with the device, the computer 

\ 

A ^ 

program product Comprising: 

a cormmter readable medium carrying computer executable instructions for 
implementing th^ method, wherein the computer executable instructions comprise: 

a writer module storing the EPG data received from the one or more 
EPG data sources in the database; and 
a control module for: 

readiflgtnfc EPG data stored in the database; and 
transferrmg Ihe EPu data from the database to one or more 
applications oneratmgjatilie device. 



44. A computer program product as m claim 43, wherein: 

the computer executable instructions further comprise one or more loader 
modules for receiving the EPG data from the ofif or more EPG data sources; and 
the writer module further operates to: 

collect the EPG data from the one or rApre loader modules; 
format the EPG data; and 

scale the EPG data according to at least on\of the factors of: time, 
language, richness, and channel. 
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